REVELATION

Revelation

CHAPTER 1

HE Revelation of Jesus Christ, which

God gave to him, to show to his ser-
vants things which must shortly come to
pass; and he sent and signified it by his
angel to his servant John:
2 Who bare record of the word of God,
and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and
of all things that he saw.
3 Blessed is he that reads, and they that
hear the words of this prophecy, and keep
those things which are written therein:
for the time is at hand.
4 John to the seven churches which are
in Asia: Grace be to you, and peace, from
him which is, and which was, and which
is to come; and from the seven Spirits
which are before his throne;
5 And from Jesus Christ, who is the
faithful witness, and the first begotten of
the dead, and the prince of the kings of the
earth. to him that loved us, and washed
us from our sins in his own blood,
6 And has made us kings and priests to
God and his Father; to him be glory and
dominion for ever and ever. Amen.
7 Behold, he comes with clouds; and
every eye shall see him, and they also
which pierced him: and all kindreds of
the earth shall wail because of him. Even
so, Amen.
8 lam Alpha and Omega, the beginning
and the ending, says the Lord, which is,

and which was, and which is to come,
the Almighty.

9 I John, who also am your brother,
and companion in tribulation, and in the
kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was
in the isle that is called Patmos, for the
word of God, and for the testimony of
Jesus Christ.

10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day,
and heard behind me a great voice, as of
a trumpet,

11 Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the
first and the last: and, What you see,
write in a book, and send it to the seven
churches which are in Asia; to Ephesus,
and to Smyrna, and to Pergamos, and to
Thyatira, and to Sardis, and to Philadel-
phia, and to Laodicea.

12 And I turned to see the voice that
spoke with me. And being turned, 1 saw
seven golden candlesticks;

13 And in the midst of the seven candle-
sticks one like to the Son of man, clothed
with a garment down to the foot, and girt
about the paps with a golden girdle.

14 His head and his hairs were white like
wool, as white as snow; and his eyes were
as a flame of fire;

15 And his feet like to fine brass, as if
they burned in a furnace; and his voice
as the sound of many waters.

16 And he had in his right hand seven
stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp

1:7 Second coming of Jesus: See Revelation 3:11.
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Revelation 1

QUESTIONS & OBJECTIONS

“The Bible teaches that the earth

s flat.”

This is often claimed because the Bible says said that every eye will
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see Jesus at His Second Coming. However, it would seem that His coming will envelop the entire

earth. (See Hebrews 11:3 footnote.)

two-edged sword: and his countenance
was as the sun shines in his strength.

17 And when I saw him, I fell at his feet
as dead. And he laid his right hand upon
me, saying to me, Fear not; [ am the first
and the last:

18 I am he that lives, and was dead;
and, behold, I am alive for evermore,
Amen; and have the keys of hell and of
death.

19 Write the things which you have seen,
and the things which are, and the things
which shall be hereafter;

20 The mystery of the seven stars which
you saw in my right hand, and the seven
golden candlesticks. The seven stars are
the angels of the seven churches: and the
seven candlesticks which you saw are
the seven churches.

CHAPTER 2

O the angel of the church of Ephe-

sus write; These things says he that
holds the seven stars in his right hand,
who walks in the midst of the seven
golden candlesticks;
2 1 know your works, and your labor,
and your patience, and how you can not

bear them which are evil: and you have
tried them which say they are apostles,
and are not, and have found them liars:
3 And have borne, and have patience,
and for my name’s sake have labored,
and have not fainted.

4 Nevertheless I have somewhat against
you, because you have left your first love.
5 Remember therefore from whence you
are fallen, and repent, and do the first
works; or else I will come to you quickly,
and will remove your candlestick out of
his place, except you repent.

6 But this you have, that you hate the
deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.
7 He that has an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit says to the churches; To him that
overcomes will I give to eat of the tree of
life, which is in the midst of the paradise
of God.

8 And to the angel of the church in Smyr-
na write; These things says the first and
the last, which was dead, and is alive;

9 1 know your works, and tribulation,
and poverty, (but you are rich) and I know
the blasphemy of them which say they are
Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue
of Satan.

1:17 Perfection of mercy and love. “If you have studied the matchless purity of [Jesus'] charac-
ter with adoring admiration, you must have been amazed at the absolute perfection of his man-
hood, and the glory of his moral and spiritual character. At such times, if you have had a true sense
of your own position, you have been ready to sink into the dust, and you have exclaimed, ‘Shall he
wash my feet? Shall he give himself for me? Can it be that he could have loved one so stained and
polluted, so mean and so beggarly, so altogether unworthy even to live, much less to be loved by
such an altogether lovely one?”

“But | pray you always to remember, when you think of his perfection, that he has perfection of
mercy as well as of holiness, and perfection of love to sinners as well as perfection of hatred of sin;
and that, guilty as you are, you must never doubt his affection, for he has pledged you in his
heart's blood, and proved his love by his death.” Charles Spurgeon
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There are three words translated “hell” in Scripture: )

Gehenna (Greek): The place of punishment (Matthew 5:22,29;

10:28; and James 3:6)
Hades (Greek): The abode of the dead (Matthew 11:23; 16:18, Luke 16:23; Acts 2:27)
Sheol (Hebrew): The grave (Psalm 9:17; 16:10)

There are those who accept that hell is a place of punishment, but believe that the punish-
ment is to be annihilated—to cease conscious existence. They can't conceive that the punish-
ment of the wicked will be conscious and eternal. If they are correct, then a man like Adolph
Hitler, who was responsible for the deaths of millions, is being “punished” merely with eternal
sleep. His fate is simply to return to the non-existent state he was in before he was born, where
he doesn't even know that he is being punished.

However, Scripture paints a different story. The rich man who found himself in hell (Luke
16:19-31) was conscious. He was able to feel pain, to thirst, and to experience remorse. He
wasn't asleep in the grave; he was in a place of “torment.”

If hell is a place of knowing nothing or a reference to the grave into which we go at death,
Jesus's statements about hell make no sense. He said that if your hand, foot, or eye causes you
to sin, it would be better to remove it than to “go into hell, into the fire that never shall be
quenched: where their worm dies not, and the fire is not quenched” (Mark 9:43-48).

The Bible refers to the fate of the unsaved with such fearful words as the following:

“Shame and everlasting contempt” (Daniel 12:2)

“Everlasting punishment” (Mathew 25:46)

“Weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Matthew 24:51)

“Fire unquenchable” (Luke 3:17)

“Indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish” (Romans 2:8,9)

“Everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord” (2 Thessalonians 1:9)

“Eternal fire...the blackness of darkness for ever” (Jude 7,13)

Revelation 14:10,11 tells us the final, eternal destiny of the sinner: “He shall be tormented
with fire and brimstone...the smoke of their torment ascended up for ever and ever: and they
have no rest day or night.”

10 Fear none of those things which you
shall suffer: behold, the devil shall cast
some of you into prison, that you may
be tried; and you shall have tribulation
ten days: be faithful to death, and T will
give you a crown of life.

11 He that has an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit says to the churches; He that
overcomes shall not be hurt of the sec-
ond death.

12 And to the angel of the church in Per-
gamos write; These things says he which
has the sharp sword with two edges;

13 T know your works, and where you

dwell, even where Satan’s seat is: and
you hold fast my name, and have not de-
nied my faith, even in those days where-
in Antipas was my faithful martyr, who
was slain among you, where Satan dwells.
14 But I have a few things against you,
because you have there them that hold
the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac
to cast a stumblingblock before the chil-
dren of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to
idols, and to commit fornication.

15 So have you also them that hold the
doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing
[ hate.
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Hitler’s Nazi Geﬁ*ﬁényéd “God with us”
engraved on the belts of Nazi soldiers.
See Luke 6:27 footnote.
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16 Repent; or else T will come to you
quickly, and will fight against them with
the sword of my mouth.

17 He that has an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit says to the churches; To him
that overcomes will T give to eat of the
hidden manna, and will give him a white
stone, and in the stone a new name writ-
ten, which no man knows saving he that
receives it.

18 And to the angel of the church in
Thyatira write; These things says the Son
of God, who has his eyes like to a flame
of fire, and his feet are like fine brass;

19 T know your works, and charity, and
service, and faith, and your patience, and
your works; and the last to be more than
the first.

20 Notwithstanding I have a few things
against you, because you suffer that wo-
man Jezebel, which calls herself a proph-
etess, to teach and to seduce my servants
to commiit fornication, and to eat things
sacrificed to idols.

21 And I gave her space to repent of her
fornication; and she repented not.

22 Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and
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them that commit adultery with her into
great tribulation, except they repent of
their deeds.

23 And I will kill her children with death;
and all the churches shall know that I am
he which searches the reins and hearts:
and I will give to every one of you accord-
ing to your works.

24 But to you I say, and to the rest in
Thyatira, as many as have not this doctrine,
and which have not known the depths of
Satan, as they speak; I will put upon you
none other burden.

25 But that which you have already hold
fast till T come.

26 And he that overcomes, and keeps my
works to the end, to him will I give power
over the nations:

27 And he shall rule them with a rod of
iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be
broken to shivers: even as I received of
my Father.

28 And I will give him the morning star.
29 He that has an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit says to the churches.

CHAPTER 3

ND to the angel of the church in

Sardis write; These things says he
that has the seven Spirits of God, and the
seven stars; I know your works, that you
have a name that you live, and are dead.
2 Be watchful, and strengthen the things
which remain, that are ready to die: for |
have not found your works perfect be-
fore God.
3 Remember therefore how you have
received and heard, and hold fast, and
repent. If therefore you shall not watch, 1
will come on you as a thief, and you shall
not know what hour I will come upon
you.
4 You have a few names even in Sardis
which have not defiled their garments;
and they shall walk with me in white: for
they are worthy.
5 He that overcomes, the same shall be
clothed in white raiment; and I will not
blot out his name out of the book of life,
but I will confess his name before my
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Father, and before his angels.

6 He that has an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit says to the churches.

7 And to the angel of the church in Phil-
adelphia write; These things says he that
is holy, he that is true, he that has the key
of David, he that opens, and no man shuts;
and shuts, and no man opens;

8 1know your works: behold, I have set
before you an open door, and no man can
shut it: for you have a little strength, and
have kept my word, and have not denied
my name.

9 Behold, I will make them of the syna-
gogue of Satan, which say they are Jews,
and are not, but do lie; behold, I will make
them to come and worship before your
feet, and to know that I have loved you.
10 Because you have kept the word of
my patience, [ also will keep you from
the hour of temptation, which shall come
upon all the world, to try them that dwell
upon the earth.

11 Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast
which you have, that no man take your
CrownL.

12 Him that overcomes will I make a
pillar in the temple of my God, and he
shall go no more out: and I will write
upon him the name of my God, and the
name of the city of my God, which is
new Jerusalem, which comes down out
of heaven from my God: and I will write
upon him my new name.

13 He that has an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit says to the churches.

14 And to the angel of the church of the
Laodiceans write; These things says the

Revelation 4

Amen, the faithful and true witness, the

beginning of the creation of God;

15 I know your works, that you are nei-
ther cold nor hot: I would you were cold or
hot.

16 So then because you are lukewarm,
and neither cold nor hot, I will spue you
out of my mouth.

17 Because you say, I am rich, and in-
creased with goods, and have need of noth-
ing; and know not that you are wretched,
and miserable, and poor, and blind, and
naked:

18 I counsel you to buy of me gold tried
in the fire, that you may be rich; and
white raiment, that you may be clothed,
and that the shame of your nakedness do
not appear; and anoint your eyes with
eyesalve, that you may see.

19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chas-
ten: be zealous therefore, and repent.

20 Behold, I stand at the door, and
knock: if any man hear my voice, and
open the door, I will come in to him,
and will sup with him, and he with me.
21 To him that overcomes will I grant to
sit with me in my throne, even as I also
overcame, and am set down with my
Father in his throne.

22 He that has an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit says to the churches.

CHAPTER 4
FTER this I looked, and, behold, a
door was opened in heaven: and the
first voice which T heard was as it were
of a trumpet talking with me; which said,
Come up here, and I will show you things

3:11 Second coming of Jesus: See Revelation 16:15.

3:14-19 Here is a perfect description of the contemporary Church, especially in America, with its
beautiful facilities, the finest music, and state-of-the-art technology. It has busied itself in everything
but the will of God—to seek and save the lost. The word “evangelism” has as much attraction for
the modern Church as the word “righteousness” has for the world.

3:16 “The Christian world is in a deep sleep; nothing but a loud shout can awaken them out of
it!" George Whitefield

“We are not a generation marked by passion. Passion can be lost in programs and progress reports
and institutions and calendars. In doing what is good, we may fail to do what is best.” R. Albert
Mohler Jr.
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which must be hereafter.

2 And immediately I was in the spirit:
and, behold, a throne was set in heaven,
and one sat on the throne.

3 And he that sat was to look upon like
a jasper and a sardine stone: and there
was a rainbow round about the throne,
in sight like to an emerald.

4 And round about the throne were four
and twenty seats: and upon the seats |
saw four and twenty elders sitting, clothed
in white raiment; and they had on their
heads crowns of gold.

5 And out of the throne proceeded light-
nings and thunderings and voices: and
there were seven lamps of fire burning be-
fore the throne, which are the seven Spir-
its of God.

6 And before the throne there was a sea
of glass like to crystal: and in the midst of
the throne, and round about the throne,
were four beasts full of eyes before and
behind.

7 And the first beast was like a lion, and
the second beast like a calf, and the third
beast had a face as a man, and the fourth
beast was like a flying eagle.

8 And the four beasts had each of them
six wings about him; and they were full
of eyes within: and they rest not day and
night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God
Almighty, which was, and is, and is to
come.

9 And when those beasts give glory and
honor and thanks to him that sat on the
throne, who lives for ever and ever,

10 The four and twenty elders fall down
before him that sat on the throne, and
worship him that lives for ever and ever,
and cast their crowns before the throne,
saying,

11 You are worthy, O Lord, to receive
glory and honor and power: for you have
created all things, and for your pleasure
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they are and were created.

CHAPTER 5

ND I saw in the right hand of him

that sat on the throne a book writ-
ten within and on the backside, sealed
with seven seals.
2 And I saw a strong angel proclaiming
with a loud voice, Who is worthy to open
the book, and to loose the seals thereof?
3 And no man in heaven, nor in earth,
neither under the earth, was able to open
the book, neither to look thereon.
4 And I wept much, because no man was
found worthy to open and to read the
book, neither to look thereon.
5 And one of the elders said to me, Weep
not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Ju-
dah, the Root of David, has prevailed to
open the book, and to loose the seven
seals thereof.
6 And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of
the throne and of the four beasts, and in
the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as
it had been slain, having seven horns and
seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of
God sent forth into all the earth.
7 And he came and took the book out
of the right hand of him that sat upon
the throne.
8 And when he had taken the book, the
four beasts and four and twenty elders
fell down before the Lamb, having every
one of them harps, and golden vials full
of odors, which are the prayers of saints.
9 And they sung a new song, saying,
You are worthy to take the book, and to
open the seals thereof: for you were slain,
and have redeemed us to God by your
blood out of every kindred, and tongue,
and people, and nation,;
10 And have made us to our God kings
and priests: and we shall reign on the
earth.

4:11 This is the reason for our existence on earth. The entire creation was made for the pleasure
of God. That doesn’t mean that we are “God'’s toys” as some would suggest. Just as a father is
pleased when he sees that his children have pleasure, so our pleasure is God's pleasure. Those who
love God will have “pleasures for evermore” (Psalm 16:11).
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11 And I beheld, and I heard the voice
of many angels round about the throne
and the beasts and the elders: and the
number of them was ten thousand times
ten thousand, and thousands of thou-
sands;

12 Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is
the Lamb that was slain to receive power,
and riches, and wisdom, and strength,
and honor, and glory, and blessing.

13 And every creature which is in heav-
en, and on the earth, and under the earth,
and such as are in the sea, and all that
are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and
honor, and glory, and power, be to him
that sits upon the throne, and to the Lamb
for ever and ever.

14 And the four beasts said, Amen. And
the four and twenty elders fell down and
worshipped him that lives for ever and
ever.

CHAPTER 6

ND [ saw when the Lamb opened

one of the seals, and I heard, as it
were the noise of thunder, one of the four
beasts saying, Come and see.
2 And I saw, and behold a white horse:
and he that sat on him had a bow; and a
crown was given to him: and he went
forth conquering, and to conquer.
3 And when he had opened the second
seal, I heard the second beast say, Come
and see.
4 And there went out another horse
that was red: and power was given to
him that sat thereon to take peace from
the earth, and that they should kill one
another: and there was given to him a
great sword.
5 And when he had opened the third
seal, I heard the third beast say, Come
and see. And I beheld, and lo a black

Revelation 6

horse; and he that sat on him had a pair
of balances in his hand.

6 And I heard a voice in the midst of the
four beasts say, A measure of wheat for a
penny, and three measures of barley for
a penny,; and see you hurt not the oil
and the wine.

7 And when he had opened the fourth
seal, I heard the voice of the fourth beast
say, Come and see.

8 And I looked, and behold a pale horse:
and his name that sat on him was Death,
and Hell followed with him. And power
was given to them over the fourth part of
the earth, to kill with sword, and with
hunger, and with death, and with the
beasts of the earth.

9 And when he had opened the fifth seal,
I saw under the altar the souls of them
that were slain for the word of God, and
for the testimony which they held:

10 And they cried with a loud voice,
saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true,
do you not judge and avenge our blood
on them that dwell on the earth?

11 And white robes were given to every
one of them; and it was said to them,
that they should rest yet for a little sea-
son, until their fellow-servants also and
their brethren, that should be killed as
they were, should be fulfilled.

12 And I beheld when he had opened
the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great
earthquake; and the sun became black as
sackcloth of hair, and the moon became
as blood;

13 And the stars of heaven fell to the
earth, even as a fig tree casts her untime-
ly figs, when she is shaken of a mighty
wind.

14 And the heaven departed as a scroll
when it is rolled together; and every
mountain and island were moved out

6:10,11 Never fear the thought that you are causing sinners to fear by referring to the Judgment.
Judgment Day is the climax of the ages. It is an event for which the very creation cries out (Romans
8:21,22). It has done so from the blood of Abel to the last injustice of this age.

With God, justice delayed is not justice denied. Every transgression against the Moral Law will
receive just recompense—in His time. God loves justice...and He will have it.
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of their places.

15 And the kings of the earth, and the
great men, and the rich men, and the
chief captains, and the mighty men, and
every bondman, and every free man, hid
themselves in the dens and in the rocks
of the mountains;

16 And said to the mountains and
rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the
face of him that sits on the throne, and
from the wrath of the Lamb:

17 For the great day of his wrath is
come; and who shall be able to stand?

CHAPTER 7

ND after these things I saw four an-

gels standing on the four corners of
the earth, holding the four winds of the
earth, that the wind should not blow on
the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree.
2 And I saw another angel ascending
from the east, having the seal of the liv-
ing God: and he cried with a loud voice
to the four angels, to whom it was given
to hurt the earth and the sea,
3 Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the
sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the
servants of our God in their foreheads.
4 And I heard the number of them which
were sealed: and there were sealed an
hundred and forty and four thousand of
all the tribes of the children of Israel.
5 Of the tribe of Judah were sealed twelve
thousand. Of the tribe of Reuben were
sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of
Gad were sealed twelve thousand.
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6 Of the tribe of Aser were sealed twelve
thousand. Of the tribe of Nepthalim were
sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of
Manasses were sealed twelve thousand.

7 Of the tribe of Simeon were sealed
twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Levi were
sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of
Issachar were sealed twelve thousand.

8 Of the tribe of Zabulon were sealed
twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Joseph
were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe
of Benjamin were sealed twelve thousand.
9 After this I beheld, and, lo, a great mul-
titude, which no man could number, of
all nations, and kindreds, and people, and
tongues, stood before the throne, and be-
fore the Lamb, clothed with white robes,
and palms in their hands;

10 And cried with a loud voice, saying,
Salvation to our God which sits upon the
throne, and to the Lamb.

11 And all the angels stood round about
the throne, and about the elders and the
four beasts, and fell before the throne on
their faces, and worshipped God,

12 Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory,
and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and hon-
or, and power, and might, be to our God
for ever and ever. Amen.

13 And one of the elders answered, say-
ing to me, What are these which are ar-
rayed in white robes? and whence came
they?

14 And I said to him, Sir, you know. And
he said to me, These are they which came
out of great tribulation, and have washed

6:15 Note the truth of Proverbs 11:4: “Riches profit not in the day of wrath: but righteousness
delivers from death.” Those who are unrighteous—no matter how wealthy or prominent, great or
mighty—all will be cowering in fear of a holy God's wrath.

6:16,17 Concern for the lost. The very thought of this terrible day should motivate the hardest
heart into urgent evangelism.

“You blame me for weeping; but how can | help it when you will not weep for yourselves, al-
though your own immortal souls are on the verge of destruction, and ought | know, you are hear-
ing your last sermon, and may never have opportunity to have Christ offered to you.” George
Whitefield

“If you haven't got tears in your eyes, let them hear tears in your voice!” Catherine Booth

7:4-8 These are not Jehovah's Witnesses who have been born again, as the Jehovah's Witnesses
claim. The 144,000 are from the twelve tribes of Israel.
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QUESTIONS & OBJECTIONS

Revelation 8

“God told Joshua to kill every man, woman, and child,

8:11

and He killed masses of people in Revelation. If that’s

your ‘God of love,” I want nothing to do with Him!”

God didn't confine His wrath to the Canaanites, or to those mentioned in
Revelation. He proclaimed the death sentence upon the whole of human-
ity. We will all die because we have broken God's Law. Every one of us is
waiting on death row. Instead of standing in moral judgment over Almighty

God, we need to judge ourselves according to the Law of God. We will find that we

have a multitude of sins and therefore are deserving of punishment. Yet God, out
of love, paid the penalty for our sin so we would not have to.

their robes, and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb.

15 Therefore are they before the throne
of God, and serve him day and night in
his temple: and he that sits on the throne
shall dwell among them.

16 They shall hunger no more, neither
thirst any more; neither shall the sun light
on them, nor any heat.

17 For the Lamb which is in the midst
of the throne shall feed them, and shall
lead them to living fountains of waters:
and God shall wipe away all tears from
their eyes.

CHAPTER 8

ND when he had opened the sev-

enth seal, there was silence in heav-
en about the space of half an hour.
2 And I saw the seven angels which stood
before God; and to them were given seven
trumpets.
3 And another angel came and stood at
the altar, having a golden censer; and there
was given to him much incense, that he
should offer it with the prayers of all saints
upon the golden altar which was before
the throne.
4 And the smoke of the incense, which
came with the prayers of the saints, as-
cended up before God out of the angel’s
hand.

T
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5 And the angel took the censer, and
filled it with fire of the altar, and cast it
into the earth: and there were voices, and
thunderings, and lightnings, and an earth-
quake.

6 And the seven angels which had the
seven trumpets prepared themselves to
sound.

7 The first angel sounded, and there fol-
lowed hail and fire mingled with blood,
and they were cast upon the earth: and
the third part of trees was burnt up, and
all green grass was burnt up.

8 And the second angel sounded, and
as it were a great mountain burning with
fire was cast into the sea: and the third
part of the sea became blood;

9 And the third part of the creatures
which were in the sea, and had life, died;
and the third part of the ships were de-
stroyed.

10 And the third angel sounded, and
there fell a great star from heaven, burn-
ing as it were a lamp, and it fell upon the
third part of the rivers, and upon the foun-
tains of waters;

11 And the name of the star is called
Wormwood: and the third part of the wat-
ers became wormwood; and many men
died of the waters, because they were
made bitter.

12 And the fourth angel sounded, and

7:17 How we long for this day, and how the world will eternally regret beyond words its rejection

of the gospel.
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the third part of the sun was smitten, and
the third part of the moon, and the third
part of the stars; so as the third part of
them was darkened, and the day shone
not for a third part of it, and the night
likewise.

13 And I beheld, and heard an angel
flying through the midst of heaven, say-
ing with a loud voice, Woe, woe, woe, to
the inhabiters of the earth by reason of
the other voices of the trumpet of the three
angels, which are yet to sound!

CHAPTER 9

ND the fifth angel sounded, and I saw

a star fall from heaven to the earth:
and to him was given the key of the bot-
tomless pit.
2 And he opened the bottomless pit; and
there arose a smoke out of the pit, as the
smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and
the air were darkened by reason of the
smoke of the pit.
3 And there came out of the smoke lo-
custs upon the earth: and to them was giv-
en power, as the scorpions of the earth
have power.
4 And it was commanded them that they
should not hurt the grass of the earth, nei-
ther any green thing, neither any tree;
but only those men which have not the
seal of God in their foreheads.
5 And to them it was given that they
should not kill them, but that they should
be tormented five months: and their tor-
ment was as the torment of a scorpion,
when he strikes a man.
6 And in those days shall men seek death,
and shall not find it; and shall desire to
die, and death shall flee from them.

646

7 And the shapes of the locusts were like
to horses prepared to battle; and on their
heads were as it were crowns like gold,
and their faces were as the faces of men.
8 And they had hair as the hair of wo-
men, and their teeth were as the teeth of
lions.

9 And they had breastplates, as it were
breastplates of iron; and the sound of their
wings was as the sound of chariots of
many horses running to battle.

10 And they had tails like to scorpions,
and there were stings in their tails: and
their power was to hurt men five months.
11 And they had a king over them, which
is the angel of the bottomless pit, whose
name in the Hebrew tongue is Abaddon,
but in the Greek tongue has his name
Apollyon.

12 One woe is past; and, behold, there
come two woes more hereafter.

13 And the sixth angel sounded, and I
heard a voice from the four horns of the
golden altar which is before God,

14 Saying to the sixth angel which had
the trumpet, Loose the four angels which
are bound in the great river Euphrates.
15 And the four angels were loosed,
which were prepared for an hour, and a
day, and a month, and a year, for to slay
the third part of men.

16 And the number of the army of the
horsemen were two hundred thousand
thousand: and I heard the number of
them.

17 And thus I saw the horses in the vi-
sion, and them that sat on them, having
breastplates of fire, and of jacinth, and
brimstone: and the heads of the horses
were as the heads of lions; and out of their

9:9 Joel 2:1-10 relates a striking account of the coming Battle of Armageddon, the greatest of all
battles. As this vision (which seems to entail flame-throwing tank warfare) was given to him ap-
proximately 2,800 years ago, the prophet relates it to the only thing he has seen in battle—horse-
drawn chariots. Think of modern warfare and compare: fire goes before them (v. 3); they burn
what is behind them (v. 3); they destroy everything in their path (v. 3); they move at the speed of a
horse (30-40 mph, v. 4); their rumbling sounds like the noise of many chariots and the roar of a fire
(v. 5); they climb over walls (v. 7); they don't break ranks (v. 7); the sword can't stop them (v. 8);
they climb into houses (v. 9); they make the earth quake (v. 10).
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mouths issued fire and smoke and brim-
stone.

18 By these three was the third part of
men killed, by the fire, and by the smoke,
and by the brimstone, which issued out
of their mouths.

19 For their power is in their mouth,
and in their tails: for their tails were like
to serpents, and had heads, and with them
they do hurt.

20 And the rest of the men which were
not killed by these plagues yet repented
not of the works of their hands, that they
should not worship devils, and idols of
gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and
of wood: which neither can see, nor hear,
nor walk:

21 Neither repented they of their mur-
ders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their for-
nication, nor of their thefts.

Why not preach that Jesus
gives happiness?
See 2 Corinthians 2:17 footnote.

CHAPTER 10

ND I saw another mighty angel come

down from heaven, clothed with a
cloud: and a rainbow was upon his head,
and his face was as it were the sun, and
his feet as pillars of fire:
2 And he had in his hand a little book
open: and he set his right foot upon the
sea, and his left foot on the earth,
3 And cried with a loud voice, as when
a lion roars: and when he had cried,
seven thunders uttered their voices.
4 And when the seven thunders had ut-
tered their voices, I was about to write:
and I heard a voice from heaven saying to
me, Seal up those things which the seven
thunders uttered, and write them not.
5 And the angel which I saw stand up-
on the sea and upon the earth lifted up
his hand to heaven,
6 And sware by him that lives for ever
and ever, who created heaven, and the
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things that therein are, and the earth, and
the things that therein are, and the sea,
and the things which are therein, that
there should be time no longer:

7 But in the days of the voice of the sev-
enth angel, when he shall begin to sound,
the mystery of God should be finished, as
he has declared to his servants the proph-
ets.

8 And the voice which I heard from heav-
en spoke to me again, and said, Go and
take the little book which is open in the
hand of the angel which stands upon the
sea and upon the earth.

9 And I went to the angel, and said to
him, Give me the little book. And he said
to me, Take it, and eat it up; and it shall
make your belly bitter, but it shall be in
your mouth sweet as honey.

10 And I took the little book out of the
angel’s hand, and ate it up; and it was in
my mouth sweet as honey: and as soon
as | had eaten it, my belly was bitter.

11 And he said to me, You must proph-
esy again before many peoples, and na-
tions, and tongues, and kings.

CHAPTER 11

ND there was given me a reed like to

a rod: and the angel stood, saying,
Rise, and measure the temple of God, and
the altar, and them that worship therein.
2 But the court which is without the
temple leave out, and measure it not; for
it is given to the Gentiles: and the holy
city shall they tread under foot forty and
two months.
3 And I will give power to my two wit-
nesses, and they shall prophesy a thou-
sand two hundred and threescore days,
clothed in sackcloth.
4 These are the two olive trees, and the
two candlesticks standing before the God
of the earth.
5 And if any man will hurt them, fire
proceeds out of their mouth, and devours
their enemies: and if any man will hurt
them, he must in this manner be killed.
6 These have power to shut heaven, that
it rain not in the days of their prophecy:
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and have power over waters to turn them
to blood, and to smite the earth with all
plagues, as often as they will.

7 And when they shall have finished
their testimony, the beast that ascended
out of the bottomless pit shall make war
against them, and shall overcome them,
and kill them.

8 And their dead bodies shall lie in the
street of the great city, which spiritually
is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our
Lord was crucified.

9 And they of the people and kindreds
and tongues and nations shall see their
dead bodies three days and an half, and
shall not suffer their dead bodies to be
put in graves.

10 And they that dwell upon the earth
shall rejoice over them, and make merry,
and shall send gifts one to another; be-
cause these two prophets tormented them
that dwelt on the earth.

11 And after three days and an half the
Spirit of life from God entered into them,
and they stood upon their feet; and great
fear fell upon them which saw them.

12 And they heard a great voice from
heaven saying to them, Come up here. And
they ascended up to heaven in a cloud;
and their enemies beheld them.

13 And the same hour was there a great
earthquake, and the tenth part of the city
fell, and in the earthquake were slain of
men seven thousand: and the remnant
were fearful, and gave glory to the God
of heaven.

14 The second woe is past; and, behold,
the third woe comes quickly.

15 And the seventh angel sounded; and
there were great voices in heaven, say-
ing, The kingdoms of this world are be-
come the kingdoms of our Lord, and of
his Christ; and he shall reign for ever
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and ever.

16 And the four and twenty elders, which
sat before God on their seats, fell upon
their faces, and worshipped God,

17 Saying, We give you thanks, O Lord
God Almighty, which are, and was, and
are to come; because you have taken to
you your great power, and have reigned.
18 And the nations were angry, and
your wrath is come, and the time of the
dead, that they should be judged, and
that you should give reward to your ser-
vants the prophets, and to the saints, and
them that fear your name, small and
great; and should destroy them which
destroy the earth.

19 And the temple of God was opened
in heaven, and there was seen in his
temple the ark of his testament: and there
were lightnings, and voices, and thun-
derings, and an earthquake, and great hail.

CHAPTER 12

ND there appeared a great wonder in

heaven; a woman clothed with the
sun, and the moon under her feet, and
upon her head a crown of twelve stars:
2 And she being with child cried, travail-
ing in birth, and pained to be delivered.
3 And there appeared another wonder
in heaven; and behold a great red dragon,
having seven heads and ten horns, and
seven crowns upon his heads.
4 And his tail drew the third part of the
stars of heaven, and did cast them to the
earth: and the dragon stood before the wo-
man which was ready to be delivered, for
to devour her child as soon as it was born.
5 And she brought forth a man child,
who was to rule all nations with a rod of
iron: and her child was caught up to God,
and to his throne.
6 And the woman fled into the wilder-

11:18 These days, some would have us believe that those who “destroy the earth” are people
who are not environmentally conscious. There are many who worship “Mother Earth” and think
that those who harvest forests, utilize fossil fuels, and don’t recycle should be punished. God has
made us stewards of His creation, but we are to worship only Him, the Creator. Sinners who refuse
to acknowledge Almighty God are the objects of wrath spoken of here.
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They loved not their lives unto death:

“Now | have given up on everything else. | have
found it to be the only way to really know Christ and
to experience the mighty power that brought Him
back to life again, and to find out what it means to
suffer and to die with Him. So, whatever it takes |
will be one who lives in the fresh newness of life of
those who are alive from the dead.”

Cassie Bernall, 77, Columbine martyr

“| have no more personal friends at school. But you know what? |
am not going to apologize for speaking the name of Jesus. | am not
going to justify my faith to them, and | am not going to hide the
light that God has put into me. If | have to sacrifice everything, |
will. | will take it. If my friends have to become my enemies for me
to be with my best friend, Jesus, then that's fine with me.”

Rachel Scott, Columbine martyr

“Father take my life, yes, my blood if Thou wilt, and consume it
with Thine enveloping fire. | would not save it, for it is not mine to
save. Have it Lord, have it all. Pour out my life as in oblation for
the world. Blood is the only value as it flows before Thine altar.”
Jim Elliot, martyr (written at age 21)

ness, where she has a place prepared of
God, that they should feed her there a
thousand two hundred and threescore
days.

7 And there was war in heaven: Michael
and his angels fought against the dragon;
and the dragon fought and his angels,

8 And prevailed not; neither was their
place found any more in heaven.

9 And the great dragon was cast out,
that old serpent, called the Devil, and Sa-
tan, which deceives the whole world: he

was cast out into the earth, and his an-
gels were cast out with him.

10 And I heard a loud voice saying in
heaven, Now is come salvation, and
strength, and the kingdom of our God,
and the power of his Christ: for the ac-
cuser of our brethren is cast down, which
accused them before our God day and
night.

11 And they overcame him by the blood
of the Lamb, and by the word of their
testimony; and they loved not their lives

12:9 The god of this world blinds the minds of those who do not believe (2 Corinthians 4:4). If
they would believe, they would see their danger, and therefore obey the command to repent and

be saved.

12:11 Here are the keys to victory in the Christian life:

1) Trust in the blood of Jesus. If sin enters our heart, we must confess it and the blood of Jesus
Christ will cleanse us from all sin (1 John 1:7-9). If we do that, then the accuser will have nothing
for which to accuse us before the throne of God (v. 10).

2) Our testimony is that Jesus Christ died for our sins and rose again, defeating the grave. Satan has
been stripped of the power of death (Hebrews 2:14).

3) We don't live to ourselves, but for the will of God. We love Jesus more than our life (Luke

14:26).
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unto the death.

12 Therefore rejoice, you heavens, and
you that dwell in them. Woe to the in-
habiters of the earth and of the sea! for the
devil is come down to you, having great
wrath, because he knows that he has but
a short time.

13 And when the dragon saw that he was
cast to the earth, he persecuted the wo-
man which brought forth the man child.
14 And to the woman were given two
wings of a great eagle, that she might fly
into the wilderness, into her place, where
she is nourished for a time, and times, and
half a time, from the face of the serpent.

15 And the serpent cast out of his mouth
water as a flood after the woman, that he
might cause her to be carried away of the
flood.

16 And the earth helped the woman, and
the earth opened her mouth, and swal-
lowed up the flood which the dragon cast
out of his mouth.

17 And the dragon was wroth with the
woman, and went to make war with the
remnant of her seed, which keep the com-
mandments of God, and have the testi-
mony of Jesus Christ.

For evolution and its clash with the Bible,
see 1 Corinthians 15:39 footnote.

CHAPTER 13

ND I stood upon the sand of the sea,

and saw a beast rise up out of the
sea, having seven heads and ten horns,
and upon his horns ten crowns, and up-
on his heads the name of blasphemy.
2 And the beast which I saw was like to
a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of
a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a
lion: and the dragon gave him his pow-
er, and his seat, and great authority.
3 And I saw one of his heads as it were
wounded to death; and his deadly wound
was healed: and all the world wondered
after the beast.
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4 And they worshipped the dragon which
gave power to the beast: and they wor-
shipped the beast, saying, Who is like to
the beast? who is able to make war with
him?

5 And there was given to him a mouth
speaking great things and blasphemies;
and power was given to him to continue
forty and two months.

6 And he opened his mouth in blasphe-
my against God, to blaspheme his name,
and his tabernacle, and them that dwell
in heaven.

7 And it was given to him to make war
with the saints, and to overcome them:
and power was given him over all kin-
dreds, and tongues, and nations.

8 And all that dwell upon the earth shall
worship him, whose names are not writ-
ten in the book of life of the Lamb slain
from the foundation of the world.

9 If any man have an ear, let him hear.
10 He that leads into captivity shall go
into captivity: he that kills with the sword
must be killed with the sword. Here is
the patience and the faith of the saints.
11 And I beheld another beast coming
up out of the earth; and he had two horns
like a lamb, and he spoke as a dragon.

12 And he exercises all the power of the
first beast before him, and causes the
earth and them which dwell therein to
worship the first beast, whose deadly
wound was healed.

13 And he does great wonders, so that
he makes fire come down from heaven
on the earth in the sight of men,

14 And deceives them that dwell on the
earth by the means of those miracles
which he had power to do in the sight of
the beast; saying to them that dwell on
the earth, that they should make an image
to the beast, which had the wound by a
sword, and did live.

15 And he had power to give life to the
image of the beast, that the image of the
beast should both speak, and cause that
as many as would not worship the image
of the beast should be killed.

16 And he causes all, both small and
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great, rich and poor, free and bond, to re-
ceive a mark in their right hand, or in their
foreheads:

17 And that no man might buy or sell,
save he that had the mark, or the name of
the beast, or the number of his name.

18 Here is wisdom. Let him that has
understanding count the number of the
beast: for it is the number of a man; and
his number is Six hundred threescore and
SiX.

CHAPTER 14

ND I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood

on the mount Zion, and with him an
hundred forty and four thousand, having
his Father’s name written in their fore-
heads.
2 And I heard a voice from heaven, as the
voice of many waters, and as the voice of
a great thunder: and I heard the voice of
harpers harping with their harps:
3 And they sung as it were a new song
before the throne, and before the four
beasts, and the elders: and no man could
learn that song but the hundred and forty
and four thousand, which were redeemed
from the earth.
4 These are they which were not defiled

Revelation 14

with women; for they are virgins. These
are they which follow the Lamb wherev-
er he goes. These were redeemed from
among men, being the firstfruits to God
and to the Lamb.

5 And in their mouth was found no guile:
for they are without fault before the throne
of God.

6 And I saw another angel fly in the midst
of heaven, having the everlasting gospel
to preach to them that dwell on the earth,
and to every nation, and kindred, and
tongue, and people,

7 Saying with a loud voice, Fear God,
and give glory to him; for the hour of his
judgment is come: and worship him that
made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and
the fountains of waters.

8 And there followed another angel, say-
ing, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great
city, because she made all nations drink of
the wine of the wrath of her fornication.
9 And the third angel followed them,
saying with a loud voice, If any man wor-
ship the beast and his image, and receive
his mark in his forehead, or in his hand,
10 The same shall drink of the wine of
the wrath of God, which is poured out
without mixture into the cup of his indig-

14:6 \We have the great honor of preaching “the everlasting gospel,” which is for all who dwell
on the earth.

14:7 Law of probabilities refutes evolution. “The chance that higher life forms might have
emerged in this way is comparable to the chance that a tornado sweeping through a junkyard
might assemble a Boeing 747 from the materials therein.” Sir Fred Hoyle, professor of astronomy,
Cambridge University

“The likelihood of the formation of life from inanimate matter is one out of 104099, It is big
enough to bury Darwin and the whole theory of evolution. There was no primeval soup, neither on
this planet nor on any other, and if the beginnings of life were not random, they must therefore
have been the product of purposeful intelligence.” Sir Fred Hoyle, Evolution from Space

“| believe that Darwin’s mechanism for evolution doesn’t explain much of what is seen under a mi-
croscope. Cells are simply too complex to have evolved randomly. Intelligence was required to pro-
duce them.” Michael J. Behe

“Evolution is unproved and unprovable. We believe it only because the only alternative is special
creation, and that is unthinkable” Sir Arthur Keith (author of Foreword to The Origin of Species,
100th edition)

“In fact, evolution became in a sense a scientific religion; almost all scientists have accepted it and

many are prepared to ‘bend’ their observations to fit in with it.” H. S. Lipson, professor of physics,
University of Manchester, UK
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nation; and he shall be tormented with
fire and brimstone in the presence of the
holy angels, and in the presence of the
Lamb:

11 And the smoke of their torment as-
cended up for ever and ever: and they
have no rest day nor night, who worship
the beast and his image, and whosoever
receives the mark of his name.

12 Here is the patience of the saints: here
are they that keep the commandments of
God, and the faith of Jesus.

13 And I heard a voice from heaven say-
ing to me, Write, Blessed are the dead
which die in the Lord from henceforth:
Yes, says the Spirit, that they may rest
from their labors; and their works do fol-
low them.

14 And I looked, and behold a white
cloud, and upon the cloud one sat like to
the Son of man, having on his head a gold-
en crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle.

If persecution should arise, you should
be willing to part with all that you pos-
sess—with your liberty, with your life
itself, for Christ—or you cannot be His
disciple.

CHARLES SPURGEON

15 And another angel came out of the
temple, crying with a loud voice to him
that sat on the cloud, Thrust in your sick-
le, and reap: for the time is come for you
to reap; for the harvest of the earth is ripe.
16 And he that sat on the cloud thrust
in his sickle on the earth; and the earth
was reaped.

17 And another angel came out of the
temple which is in heaven, he also hav-
ing a sharp sickle.

18 And another angel came out from
the altar, which had power over fire; and
cried with a loud cry to him that had the
sharp sickle, saying, Thrust in your sharp
sickle, and gather the clusters of the vine
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of the earth; for her grapes are fully ripe.
19 And the angel thrust in his sickle in-
to the earth, and gathered the vine of the
earth, and cast it into the great winepress
of the wrath of God.

20 And the winepress was trodden with-
out the city, and blood came out of the
winepress, even to the horse bridles, by
the space of a thousand and six hundred
furlongs.

CHAPTER 15

ND I saw another sign in heaven,

great and marvelous, seven angels
having the seven last plagues; for in them
is filled up the wrath of God.
2 And I saw as it were a sea of glass
mingled with fire: and them that had got-
ten the victory over the beast, and over
his image, and over his mark, and over
the number of his name, stand on the sea
of glass, having the harps of God.
3 And they sing the song of Moses the
servant of God, and the song of the Lamb,
saying, Great and marvelous are your
works, Lord God Almighty; just and true
are your ways, you King of saints.
4 Who shall not fear you, O Lord, and
glorify your name? for you only are holy:
for all nations shall come and worship
before you, for your judgments are made
manifest.
5 And after that I looked, and, behold, the
temple of the tabernacle of the testimony
in heaven was opened:
6 And the seven angels came out of the
temple, having the seven plagues, clothed
in pure and white linen, and having their
breasts girded with golden girdles.
7 And one of the four beasts gave to the
seven angels seven golden vials full of the
wrath of God, who lives for ever and ever.
8 And the temple was filled with smoke
from the glory of God, and from his pow-
er; and no man was able to enter into the
temple, till the seven plagues of the seven
angels were fulfilled.

14:13 If we die in the Lord, our works follow us. No good deed will be forgotten by God.
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CHAPTER 16

ND I heard a great voice out of the

temple saying to the seven angels,
Go your ways, and pour out the vials of
the wrath of God upon the earth.
2 And the first went, and poured out his
vial upon the earth; and there fell a noi-
some and grievous sore upon the men
which had the mark of the beast, and up-
on them which worshipped his image.
3 And the second angel poured out his
vial upon the sea; and it became as the
blood of a dead man: and every living soul
died in the sea.
4 And the third angel poured out his
vial upon the rivers and fountains of wa-
ters; and they became blood.
5 And I heard the angel of the waters
say, You are righteous, O Lord, which are,
and was, and shall be, because you have
judged thus.
6 For they have shed the blood of saints
and prophets, and you have given them
blood to drink; for they are worthy.
7 And I heard another out of the altar
say, Even so, Lord God Almighty, true and
righteous are your judgments.
8 And the fourth angel poured out his
vial upon the sun; and power was given
to him to scorch men with fire.
9 And men were scorched with great
heat, and blasphemed the name of God,
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which has power over these plagues: and
they repented not to give him glory.

10 And the fifth angel poured out his
vial upon the seat of the beast; and his
kingdom was full of darkness; and they
gnawed their tongues for pain,

11 And blasphemed the God of heaven
because of their pains and their sores, and
repented not of their deeds.

12 And the sixth angel poured out his
vial upon the great river Euphrates; and
the water thereof was dried up, that the
way of the kings of the east might be pre-
pared.

13 And I saw three unclean spirits like
frogs come out of the mouth of the drag-
on, and out of the mouth of the beast, and
out of the mouth of the false prophet.

14 For they are the spirits of devils, work-
ing miracles, which go forth to the kings
of the earth and of the whole world, to
gather them to the battle of that great day
of God Almighty.

15 Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he
that watches, and keeps his garments, lest
he walk naked, and they see his shame.
16 And he gathered them together into
a place called in the Hebrew tongue Ar-
mageddon.

17 And the seventh angel poured out his
vial into the air; and there came a great
voice out of the temple of heaven, from

16:15 Second coming of Jesus: See Revelation 22:20.

16:16 Ezekiel 39, written over 2,500 years ago, speaks of God’s judgment upon the enemies of
Israel. Verses 12—15 describe what will happen after what many see as the Battle of Armageddon:

And seven months shall the house of Israel be burying of them, that they may cleanse the
land...And they shall sever out men of continual employment, passing through the land to
bury with the passengers those that remain upon the face of the earth, to cleanse it: after
the end of seven months shall they search. And the passengers that pass through the land,
when any sees a man’s bone, then shall he set up a sign by it, till the buriers have buried it in

the valley of Hamongog.

Before the days of nuclear warfare, this portion of the Bible would have made no sense to the
reader. We are told that even the weapons left by the enemy will have to be burned (Ezekiel 39:9).
So many will die that it will take those specially employed for the purpose seven months to bury the
dead (v. 14). The Scriptures are very specific about the method of burial. When even a bone is
found by searchers, a special marker is to be placed near the bone until the buriers have buried it.
This would seem to be a clear reference to radioactive contamination after nuclear war. This
thought is confirmed in Joel 2:30, which speaks of “pillars of smoke.”
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3’ h - * -
Did the Church persecute Galileo?

See 1 Timothy 6:20 footnote.

Faliles

the throne, saying, It is done.

18 And there were voices, and thunders,
and lightnings; and there was a great
earthquake, such as was not since men
were upon the earth, so mighty an earth-
quake, and so great.

19 And the great city was divided into
three parts, and the cities of the nations
fell: and great Babylon came in remem-
brance before God, to give to her the cup
of the wine of the fierceness of his wrath.
20 And every island fled away, and the
mountains were not found.

21 And there fell upon men a great hail
out of heaven, every stone about the weight
of a talent: and men blasphemed God
because of the plague of the hail; for the
plague thereof was exceeding great.

CHAPTER 17

ND there came one of the seven an-

gels which had the seven vials, and
talked with me, saying to me, Come here;
I will show to you the judgment of the
great whore that sits upon many waters:
2 With whom the kings of the earth have
committed fornication, and the inhabitants
of the earth have been made drunk with
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the wine of her fornication.

3 So he carried me away in the spirit in-
to the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit
upon a scarlet colored beast, full of names
of blasphemy, having seven heads and
ten horns.

4 And the woman was arrayed in purple
and scarlet color, and decked with gold
and precious stones and pearls, having a
golden cup in her hand full of abomina-
tions and filthiness of her fornication:

5 And upon her forehead was a name
written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE
GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS
AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.
6 And I saw the woman drunken with
the blood of the saints, and with the blood
of the martyrs of Jesus: and when 1 saw
her, I wondered with great admiration.

7 And the angel said to me, Wherefore
did you marvel? I will tell you the mys-
tery of the woman, and of the beast that
carried her, which has the seven heads
and ten horns.

8 The beast that you saw was, and is
not; and shall ascend out of the bottom-
less pit, and go into perdition: and they
that dwell on the earth shall wonder,
whose names were not written in the book
of life from the foundation of the world,
when they behold the beast that was,
and is not, and yet is.

9 And here is the mind which has wis-
dom. The seven heads are seven moun-
tains, on which the woman sits.

10 And there are seven kings: five are
fallen, and one is, and the other is not yet
come; and when he comes, he must con-
tinue a short space.

11 And the beast that was, and is not,
even he is the eighth, and is of the seven,
and goes into perdition.

12 And the ten horns which you saw
are ten kings, which have received no
kingdom as yet; but receive power as
kings one hour with the beast.

13 These have one mind, and shall give
their power and strength to the beast.

14 These shall make war with the Lamb,
and the Lamb shall overcome them: for
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he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and
they that are with him are called, and
chosen, and faithful.

15 And he said to me, The waters which
you saw, where the whore sits, are peoples,
and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.
16 And the ten horns which you saw up-
on the beast, these shall hate the whore,
and shall make her desolate and naked,
and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with
fire.

17 For God has put in their hearts to ful-
fil his will, and to agree, and give their
kingdom to the beast, until the words of
God shall be fulfilled.

18 And the woman which you saw is that
great city, which reigns over the kings of
the earth.

CHAPTER 18

ND after these things I saw another

angel come down from heaven, hav-
ing great power; and the earth was light-
ened with his glory.
2 And he cried mightily with a strong
voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen,
is fallen, and is become the habitation of
devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and
a cage of every unclean and hateful bird.
3 For all nations have drunk of the wine
of the wrath of her fornication, and the
kings of the earth have committed forni-
cation with her, and the merchants of the
earth are waxed rich through the abun-
dance of her delicacies.
4 And I heard another voice from heav-
en, saying, Come out of her, my people,
that you be not partakers of her sins, and
that you receive not of her plagues.
5 For her sins have reached to heaven,
and God has remembered her iniquities.
6 Reward her even as she rewarded you,
and double to her double according to
her works: in the cup which she has filled
fill to her double.
7 How much she has glorified herself,
and lived deliciously, so much torment
and sorrow give her: for she said in her
heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and
shall see no sorrow.
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8 Therefore shall her plagues come in
one day, death, and mourning, and fam-
ine; and she shall be utterly burned with
fire: for strong is the Lord God who judges
her.

9 And the kings of the earth, who have
commiitted fornication and lived delicious-
ly with her, shall bewail her, and lament
for her, when they shall see the smoke of
her burning,

10 Standing afar off for the fear of her
torment, saying, Alas, alas, that great city
Babylon, that mighty city! for in one hour
is your judgment come.

11 And the merchants of the earth shall
weep and mourn over her; for no man
buys their merchandise any more:

12 The merchandise of gold, and silver,
and precious stones, and of pearls, and
fine linen, and purple, and silk, and scar-
let, and all thyine wood, and all manner
vessels of ivory, and all manner vessels of
most precious wood, and of brass, and
iron, and marble,

13 And cinnamon, and odors, and oint-
ments, and frankincense, and wine, and
oil, and fine flour, and wheat, and beasts,
and sheep, and horses, and chariots, and
slaves, and souls of men.

14 And the fruits that your soul lusted
after are departed from you, and all things
which were dainty and goodly are de-
parted from you, and you shall find them
no more at all.

15 The merchants of these things, which
were made rich by her, shall stand afar off
for the fear of her torment, weeping and
wailing,

16 And saying, Alas, alas, that great city,
that was clothed in fine linen, and pur-
ple, and scarlet, and decked with gold,
and precious stones, and pearls!

17 For in one hour so great riches is
come to nought. And every shipmaster,
and all the company in ships, and sailors,
and as many as trade by sea, stood afar off,
18 And cried when they saw the smoke
of her burning, saying, What city is like
to this great city!

19 And they cast dust on their heads,



The Resurrection:

Does Circumstantial Evidence Confirm It?

Timothy McVeigh, the man behind the Ok-
lahoma City bombing, has a date with
death. He'll receive a lethal injection for kill-
ing 168 innocent people, even though no
one saw him commit this heinous crime. All
the evidence against McVeigh was circum-
stantial.

Indirect testimony: That's what circum-
stantial evidence is. It's an accumulation of
facts from which one can draw intelligent
conclusions.

As a newspaper reporter covering the
courts, former journalist Lee Strobel saw
how circumstantial evidence is used to ex-
pose what really happened during a crime.
So, in the midst of a spiritual quest, Strobel
began to wonder: Could circumstantial evi-
dence verify that the resurrection of Christ
really happened?

Well, he took his question to philosopher
J. P. Moreland. In a challenging voice, Stro-
bel asked Moreland: “Can you give me five
pieces of solid circumstantial evidence that
convince you Jesus rose from the dead?”

Certainly, Moreland responded. First,
there’s the evidence of the skeptics. Some
of those who were most hostile to Jesus
prior to his death became his most ardent
supporters afterwards.

Second, the ancient Jews had a number
of immensely important religious rituals.
These included the offering of animal sacri-
fices, obeying the Mosaic law, and keeping
the Sabbath. But within five weeks of Jesus’
death, more than 10,000 Jews had sudden-
ly altered or abandoned these rituals. More-
land asked: Why would they relinquish rites
that had long given them their national iden-
tity? The implication is that something enor-
mously significant had occurred.

Third, we see the emergence of new rit-

From “BreakPoint with Charles Colson,” April 19, 2001,
17500, Washington, DC 20041-7500, www.pfm.org.

uals: the sacraments of Communion and
Baptism. The early Jews baptized in the
name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, “which,” Moreland said, “meant they
had elevated Jesus to the full status of God.”

Fourth, we see the rapid rise of a new
church, beginning shortly after the death of
Jesus. Within twenty years this new church
(begun by the companions of a dead car-
penter) had reached Caesar’s palace in
Rome, and eventually spread throughout
the Roman empire.

And fifth, Moreland said, there's the
most convincing circumstantial evidence of
all: the fact that every one of Jesus' disciples
was willing to suffer and die for his beliefs.
These men spent the rest of their lives wit-
nessing about Christ. They frequently went
without food; they were mocked, beaten,
and thrown into prison. In the end, all but
one died a painful martyr's death.

Would they have done this for a lie? Of
course not. They did it because they were
convinced beyond a doubt that they had
seen the risen Christ.

Even if we doubted 2,000-year-old evi-
dence, we have all the circumstantial evi-
dence we could possibly want—right in
front of us. It is, Moreland said, “the ongo-
ing encounter with the resurrected Christ
that happens all over the world, in every
culture, to people from all kinds of back-
grounds and personalities. They all will testi-
fy that more than any single thing in their
lives, Jesus Christ has changed them.”

Circumstantial evidence earned Timothy
McVeigh a death sentence. But sacred cir-
cumstantial evidence about the resurrection
of Jesus Christ can lead all of us, including
McVeigh, to a much better verdict: everlast-
ing life in the presence of God.

reprinted with permission of Prison Fellowship, PO Box
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and cried, weeping and wailing, saying,
Alas, alas, that great city, wherein were
made rich all that had ships in the sea by
reason of her costliness! for in one hour
is she made desolate.

20 Rejoice over her, you heaven, and you
holy apostles and prophets; for God has
avenged you on her.

21 And a mighty angel took up a stone
like a great millstone, and cast it into the
sea, saying, Thus with violence shall that
great city Babylon be thrown down, and
shall be found no more at all.

22 And the voice of harpers, and musi-
cians, and of pipers, and trumpeters, shall
be heard no more at all in you; and no
craftsman, of whatsoever craft he be, shall
be found any more in you; and the sound
of a millstone shall be heard no more at
all in you;

23 And the light of a candle shall shine
no more at all in you; and the voice of
the bridegroom and of the bride shall be
heard no more at all in you: for your mer-
chants were the great men of the earth;
for by your sorceries were all nations de-
ceived.

24 And in her was found the blood of
prophets, and of saints, and of all that were
slain upon the earth.

CHAPTER 19

ND after these things I heard a great

voice of much people in heaven,
saying, Alleluia; Salvation, and glory, and
honor, and power, to the Lord our God:
2 For true and righteous are his judg-
ments: for he has judged the great whore,
which did corrupt the earth with her for-
nication, and has avenged the blood of his
servants at her hand.
3 And again they said, Alleluia. And her
smoke rose up for ever and ever.
4 And the four and twenty elders and
the four beasts fell down and worshipped
God that sat on the throne, saying, Amen;
Alleluia.
5 And a voice came out of the throne,
saying, Praise our God, all you his ser-
vants, and you that fear him, both small
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and great.

6 And I heard as it were the voice of a
great multitude, and as the voice of many
waters, and as the voice of mighty thun-
derings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God
omnipotent reigns.

7 Let us be glad and rejoice, and give
honor to him: for the marriage of the Lamb
is come, and his wife has made herself
ready.

8 And to her was granted that she should
be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white:
for the fine linen is the righteousness of
saints.

9 And he said to me, Write, Blessed are
they which are called to the marriage sup-
per of the Lamb. And he said to me, These
are the true sayings of God.

10 And I fell at his feet to worship him.
And he said to me, See you do it not: I am
your fellow-servant, and of your brethren
that have the testimony of Jesus: worship
God: for the testimony of Jesus is the
spirit of prophecy.

11 And I saw heaven opened, and be-
hold a white horse; and he that sat upon
him was called Faithful and True, and in
righteousness he does judge and make
war.

12 His eyes were as a flame of fire, and
on his head were many crowns; and he
had a name written, that no man knew,
but he himself.

13 And he was clothed with a vesture
dipped in blood: and his name is called
The Word of God.

14 And the armies which were in heaven
followed him upon white horses, clothed
in fine linen, white and clean.

15 And out of his mouth goes a sharp
sword, that with it he should smite the
nations: and he shall rule them with a
rod of iron: and he treads the winepress of
the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.
16 And he has on his vesture and on his
thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS,
AND LORD OF LORDS.

17 And I saw an angel standing in the
sun; and he cried with a loud voice, say-
ing to all the fowls that fly in the midst
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of heaven, Come and gather yourselves
together to the supper of the great God,;
18 That you may eat the flesh of kings,
and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of
mighty men, and the flesh of horses, and
of them that sit on them, and the flesh of
all men, both free and bond, both small
and great.

19 And I saw the beast, and the kings of
the earth, and their armies, gathered to-
gether to make war against him that sat on
the horse, and against his army.

20 And the beast was taken, and with
him the false prophet that wrought mira-
cles before him, with which he deceived
them that had received the mark of the
beast, and them that worshipped his
image. These both were cast alive into a
lake of fire burning with brimstone.

21 And the remnant were slain with the
sword of him that sat upon the horse,
which sword proceeded out of his mouth:
and all the fowls were filled with their
flesh.

CHAPTER 20

ND I saw an angel come down from

heaven, having the key of the bot-
tomless pit and a great chain in his hand.
2 And he laid hold on the dragon, that
old serpent, which is the Devil, and Sa-
tan, and bound him a thousand years,
3 And cast him into the bottomless pit,
and shut him up, and set a seal upon
him, that he should deceive the nations
no more, till the thousand years should
be fulfilled: and after that he must be
loosed a little season.
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4 And I saw thrones, and they sat upon
them, and judgment was given to them:
and I saw the souls of them that were
beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and
for the word of God, and which had not
worshipped the beast, neither his image,
neither had received his mark upon their
foreheads, or in their hands; and they
lived and reigned with Christ a thousand
years.

5 But the rest of the dead lived not again
until the thousand years were finished.
This is the first resurrection.

6 Blessed and holy is he that has part in
the first resurrection: on such the second
death has no power, but they shall be
priests of God and of Christ, and shall
reign with him a thousand years.

7 And when the thousand years are ex-
pired, Satan shall be loosed out of his
prison,

8 And shall go out to deceive the na-
tions which are in the four quarters of the
earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them
together to battle: the number of whom
is as the sand of the sea.

9 And they went up on the breadth of
the earth, and compassed the camp of the
saints about, and the beloved city: and
fire came down from God out of heaven,
and devoured them.

10 And the devil that deceived them was
cast into the lake of fire and brimstone,
where the beast and the false prophet are,
and shall be tormented day and night for
ever and ever.

11 And I saw a great white throne, and
him that sat on it, from whose face the

20:11 No hiding from God. “"Whither can the enemies of God flee? If up to heaven their high-
flown impudence could carry them, His right hand of holiness would hurl them thence, or, if under
hell’s profoundest wave they dive, to seek a sheltering grave, His left hand would pluck them out of
the tire, to expose them to the fiercer light of His countenance. Nowhere is there a refuge from the
Most High. The morning beams cannot convey the fugitive so swiftly as the almighty Pursuer would
follow him; neither can the mysterious lightning flash, which annihilates time and space, journey so
rapidly as to escape His far-reaching hand. ‘If | mount up to heaven, thou art there; if | make my
bed in hell, thou art there.’

"It was said of the Roman Empire under the Caesars that the whole world was only one great
prison for Caesar, for if any man offended the emperor it was impossible for him to escape. If he
crossed the Alps, could not Caesar find him out in Gaul? If he sought to hide himself in the Indies,
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QUESTIONS & OBJECTIONS

“How can people be happy in heaven, knowing that

214
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their unsaved loved ones are suffering in hell?”

Those who ask such questions fall into the category of those who asked Jesus a similar question.
The Pharisees said that a certain woman had seven consecutive husbands, so whose wife will

she be in heaven (Mark 12:23)? Jesus answered by saying that they neither knew
the Scriptures nor the power of God. The unregenerate mind has no con-
cept of God's mind or His infinite power. If God can speak the sun into
existence; if He can see every thought of every human heart at the
same time; if He can create the human eye with its 137,000,000
light-sensitive cells, then He can handle the minor details of our

eternal salvation.

John writes that in heaven “we shall be like him; for we shall see

him as he is” (1 John 3:2), so perhaps we will be fully satisfied that God is perfectly just and mer-
ciful, and that He gave every individual the opportunity to accept or reject Him. However He
works it out, God promises that there will not be sorrow or crying in heaven. Our focus in heav-

en won't be on our loss, but on our gain.

earth and the heaven fled away; and
there was found no place for them.

12 And I saw the dead, small and great,
stand before God; and the books were
opened: and another book was opened,
which is the book of life: and the dead
were judged out of those things which
were written in the books, according to
their works.

13 And the sea gave up the dead which
were in it; and death and hell deliv-
ered up the dead which were in them:
and they were judged every man ac-
cording to their works.

14 And death and hell were cast into
the lake of fire. This is the second death.
15 And whosoever was not found writ-
ten in the book of life was cast into

the lake of fire.

CHAPTER 21

ND I saw a new heaven and a new

earth: for the first heaven and the
first earth were passed away; and there was
no more sea.
2 And I John saw the holy city, new Jeru-
salem, coming down from God out of
heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for
her husband.
3 And I heard a great voice out of heav-
en saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God
is with men, and he will dwell with them,
and they shall be his people, and God
himself shall be with them, and be their
God.
4 And God shall wipe away all tears

even the swarthy monarchs there knew the power of the Roman arms, so that they would give no
shelter to a man who had incurred imperial vengeance. And yet, perhaps, a fugitive from Rome
might have prolonged his miserable life by hiding in the dens and caves of the earth.

“But oh! sinner, there is no hiding from God. The mountains cannot cover you from Him, even
if they would, neither can the rocks conceal you. See, then, at the very outset how this throne
should awe our minds with terror. Founded in right, sustained by might, and universal in its domin-
ion, look ye and see the throne which John of old beheld.” Charles Spurgeon

20:15 Hell: It should be grievous for any Christian to make light of or joke about hell. This verse
should break our hearts, drive us to weep for the unsaved, and then motivate us to put legs to our
prayers and plead with sinners to turn to the Savior. For verses warning of its reality, see Revelation

21:8.
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from their eyes; and there shall be no
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying,
neither shall there be any more pain:
for the former things are passed away.
5 And he that sat upon the throne said,
Behold, I make all things new. And he
said to me, Write: for these words are
true and faithful.

6 And he said to me, It is done. I am
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and
the end. I will give to him that is athirst
of the fountain of the water of life freely.
7 He that overcomes shall inherit all
things; and I will be his God, and he shall
be my son.

8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and
the abominable, and murderers, and
whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idol-
aters, and all liars, shall have their part
in the lake which burns with fire and
brimstone: which is the second death.

Young men and old men, and sisters of
all ages, if you love the Lord, get a pas-
sion for souls. Do you not see them?
They are going down to hell by the
thousands.

CHARLES SPURGEON

9 And there came to me one of the seven
angels which had the seven vials full of
the seven last plagues, and talked with
me, saying, Come here, I will show you
the bride, the Lamb’s wife.

10 And he carried me away in the spirit
to a great and high mountain, and showed
me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, de-
scending out of heaven from God,

11 Having the glory of God: and her light
was like to a stone most precious, even
like a jasper stone, clear as crystal;

660

12 And had a wall great and high, and
had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve
angels, and names written thereon, which
are the names of the twelve tribes of the
children of Israel:

13 On the east three gates; on the north
three gates; on the south three gates; and
on the west three gates.

14 And the wall of the city had twelve
foundations, and in them the names of the
twelve apostles of the Lamb.

15 And he that talked with me had a
golden reed to measure the city, and the
gates thereof, and the wall thereof.

16 And the city lies foursquare, and the
length is as large as the breadth: and he
measured the city with the reed, twelve
thousand furlongs. The length and the
breadth and the height of it are equal.

17 And he measured the wall thereof,
an hundred and forty and four cubits, ac-
cording to the measure of a man, that is,
of the angel.

18 And the building of the wall of it was
of jasper: and the city was pure gold, like
to clear glass.

19 And the foundations of the wall of
the city were garnished with all manner
of precious stones. The first foundation
was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third,
a chalcedony; the fourth, an emerald;

20 The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius;
the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl;
the ninth, a topaz; the tenth, a chryso-
prasus; the eleventh, a jacinth; the twelfth,
an amethyst.

21 And the twelve gates were twelve
pearls; every several gate was of one pearl:
and the street of the city was pure gold,
as it were transparent glass.

22 And I saw no temple therein: for the
Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the
temple of it.

21:8 Hell: For verses warning of its reality, see Matthew 5:22.

God isn't willing that any perish. “Behold, the LORD’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save;
neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: but your iniquities have separated between you and your
God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear” (Isaiah 59:1,2). See Hebrews

9:22 footnote.
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23 And the city had no need of the sun,
neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the
glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb
is the light thereof.

24 And the nations of them which are
saved shall walk in the light of it: and the
kings of the earth do bring their glory and
honor into it.

25 And the gates of it shall not be shut
at all by day: for there shall be no night
there.

26 And they shall bring the glory and
honor of the nations into it.

27 And there shall in no wise enter in-
to it any thing that defiles, neither what-
soever works abomination, or makes a
lie: but they which are written in the
Lamb’s book of life.

CHAPTER 22
ND he showed me a pure river of
water of life, clear as crystal, pro-
ceeding out of the throne of God and of
the Lamb.
2 In the midst of the street of it, and on
either side of the river, was there the tree

22:2 Charles Spurgeon on Tracts:
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of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits,
and yielded her fruit every month: and
the leaves of the tree were for the healing
of the nations.

3 And there shall be no more curse: but
the throne of God and of the Lamb shall
be in it; and his servants shall serve him:

4 And they shall see his face; and his
name shall be in their foreheads.

5 And there shall be no night there; and
they need no candle, neither light of the
sun; for the Lord God gives them light:
and they shall reign for ever and ever.

6 And he said to me, These sayings are
faithful and true: and the Lord God of
the holy prophets sent his angel to show
to his servants the things which must
shortly be done.

7 Behold, I come quickly: blessed is he
that keeps the sayings of the prophecy of
this book.

8 And I John saw these things, and heard
them. And when I had heard and seen, I
fell down to worship before the feet of
the angel which showed me these things.
9 Then said he to me, See you do it not:

“I well remember distributing them in a town in England where tracts had never been distributed
before, and going from house to house, and telling in humble language the things of the kingdom
of God. | might have done nothing, if | had not been encouraged by finding myself able to do
something...[Tracts are] adapted to those persons who have but little power and little ability, but
nevertheless, wish to do something for Christ. They have not the tongue of the eloquent, but they
may have the hand of the diligent. They cannot stand and preach, but they can stand and distribute
here and there these silent preachers...They may buy their thousand tracts, and these they can dis-
tribute broadcast.

“I'look upon the giving away of a religious tract as only the first step for action not to be com-
pared with many another deed done for Christ; but were it not for the first step we might never
reach to the second, but that first attained, we are encouraged to take another, and so at the
last...There is a real service of Christ in the distribution of the gospel in its printed form, a service
the result of which heaven alone shall disclose, and the judgment day alone discover. How many
thousands have been carried to heaven instrumentally upon the wings of these tracts, none can
tell.

"I might say, if it were right to quote such a Scripture, ‘The leaves were for the healing of the
nations’—verily they are so. Scattered where the whole tree could scarcely be carried, the very
leaves have had a medicinal and a healing virtue in them and the real word of truth, the simple
statement of a Savior crucified and of a sinner who shall be saved by simply trusting in the Savior,
has been greatly blessed, and many thousand souls have been led into the kingdom of heaven by
this simple means. Let each one of us, if we have done nothing for Christ, begin to do something
now. The distribution of tracts is the first thing.”

See also Mark 4:14 and 1 Corinthians 9:22 footnotes.
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for I am your fellow-servant, and of your
brethren the prophets, and of them which
keep the sayings of this book: worship
God.

10 And he said to me, Seal not the say-
ings of the prophecy of this book: for the
time is at hand.

11 He that is unjust, let him be unjust
still: and he which is filthy, let him be
filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him
be righteous still: and he that is holy, let
him be holy still.

12 And, behold, T come quickly; and my
reward is with me, to give every man ac-
cording as his work shall be.

13 Tam Alpha and Omega, the beginning
and the end, the first and the last.

14 Blessed are they that do his command-
ments, that they may have right to the tree
of life, and may enter in through the gates
into the city.

15 For without are dogs, and sorcerers,
and whoremongers, and murderers, and
idolaters, and whosoever loves and
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makes a lie.

16 T Jesus have sent mine angel to testi-
fy to you these things in the churches. I
am the root and the offspring of David,
and the bright and morning star.

17 And the Spirit and the bride say,
Come. And let him that hears say,
Come. And let him that is athirst come.
And whosoever will, let him take the
water of life freely.

18 For I testify to every man that hears
the words of the prophecy of this book,
If any man shall add to these things, God
shall add to him the plagues that are writ-
ten in this book:

19 And if any man shall take away from
the words of the book of this prophecy,
God shall take away his part out of the
book of life, and out of the holy city, and
from the things which are written in this
book.

20 He which testifies these things says,
Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so,
come, Lord Jesus.

22:3 A magnificent doe stands with its foal and drinks in the cool water from a mountain stream.
The sun sparkles off the dew on deep green leaves of native tree branches. The mother gently ca-
resses her offspring as it begins to also drink from the brook. The scene is one of incredible seren-
ity...the picture of innocence. What more could optimize the beauty of God's creation?

Suddenly a mountain lion leaps from a tree and digs its sharp claws deeply into the mother's
neck, dragging the helpless creature to the ground. As it holds its terrified prey in a death grip, its
powerful jaws bite into the jugular vein, turning the mountain stream crimson with the creature’s
blood.

It is a strong consolation to know that this isn't the way God planned it in the beginning.
Animals were not created to devour each other; they were created to be vegetarian (Genesis
1:29,30). The original creation was “good” and was not filled with violence and bloodshed. We live
in a fallen creation (Romans 8:20-23). As a result of Adam’s sin, the perfect creation was cursed
and death was introduced into the world (Romans 5:12). The day will come when the entire cre-
ation will be delivered from the “bondage of corruption” and there will be no more curse. In the
new heaven and new earth, “the wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and the lion shall eat
straw like the bullock ... They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain” (Isaiah 65:25). See
also Isaiah 11:6-9.



